
 

 

July 15, 2026 

BY EMAIL

Honourable Rob Flack 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
17th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
Email: rob.flack@pc.ola.org 

Re: Canada-Ontario Development Charge Reduction Program 

At its Regular Council Meeting held on July 6, 2026, Council supported the enclosed 
correspondence dated June 15, 2026 from the Town of Plympton-Wyoming regarding Canada-
Ontario Development Charge Reduction Program. 

Council accordingly passed the following resolution: 

R26-07-319 
Moved By Councillor Hammond 
Seconded By Councillor Allard 

That the correspondence from the Town of Plympton-Wyoming regarding Canada-Ontario 
Development Charge Reduction Program, be received and supported; and 
That a letter from the Town of Essex be sent to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
Anthony Leardi MPP Essex, Chris Lewis MP Essex. 

Carried 

I trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact the undersigned.  

Yours truly,  

mailto:rob.flack@pc.ola.org


 

 

 
Joseph Malandruccolo  
Director, Legal and Legislative Services/Clerk  
jmalandruccolo@essex.ca  

Enclosure 
cc.  Anthony Leardi, MPP Essex Anthony.leardi@pc.ola.org  

Chris Lewis, MP Essex Chris.Lewis@parl.gc.ca 
Town of Plympton-Wyoming ekwarciak@plympton-wyoming.ca 
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June 15, 2026 

Hon. Robert J. Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

Dear Minister Flack, 

Re: Canada‑Ontario Development Charge Reduction Program (DCRP) 

On behalf of Council for the Town of Plympton‑Wyoming, I am writing to acknowledge the Province of 

Ontario’s Canada‑Ontario Development Charge Reduction Program (DCRP) and its intent to support 

housing development and critical infrastructure investment across municipalities. 

Council appreciates the Province’s efforts to address housing supply challenges by incentivizing 

development and providing access to infrastructure funding. The objectives of increasing housing 

availability and supporting growth‑related infrastructure are important priorities that align with the 

Town’s long‑term planning goals. 

However, Council wishes to express concern that the current structure of the DCRP presents 

significant challenges for small, rural, and northern municipalities such as the Town of 

Plympton‑Wyoming. Municipalities are required to commit to substantial development charge 

reductions while also preparing competitive applications for large, shovel‑ready projects within a 

limited timeframe. 

The program’s compressed application intake period provides limited opportunity for municipalities 

with constrained staffing and financial capacity to properly evaluate participation, identify eligible 

projects, and assemble a competitive submission. 

Additionally, the requirement to prioritize large‑scale infrastructure projects that clearly enable 

housing development, coupled with the expectation of upfront municipal financial contributions, 

places smaller municipalities at a disadvantage. Many rural communities do not have the same 

breadth of shovel‑ready growth‑enabling projects readily available, nor the internal resources required 

to mobilize applications within such tight timelines. 

Council is concerned that, without adjustments, the current program design may limit participation 

from smaller municipalities and result in an inequitable distribution of funding, favouring larger urban 

centres with greater administrative capacity and project readiness. 
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In light of these concerns, Council respectfully requests that the Province of Ontario consider 

establishing a dedicated program stream for small, rural, and northern municipalities. Such a stream 

should include: 

• More flexible and extended application timelines; 

• Scaled project requirements that reflect community size and capacity; and 

• Adjusted eligibility criteria that recognize the unique infrastructure funding models and operational 

realities of rural municipalities. 

These modifications would help ensure that all municipalities, regardless of size, have a fair 

opportunity to participate in the program and contribute to the Province’s shared objective of 

increasing housing supply. 

The Town of Plympton‑Wyoming remains committed to working collaboratively with the Province to 

support sustainable growth and infrastructure investment in our community. 

A copy of this correspondence has been shared with our local Members of Provincial Parliament and 

Federal Parliament, as well as neighbouring municipalities, to encourage broader support for these 

requested program enhancements. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Adam Sobanski 

Chief Administrative Officer 

Town of Plympton‑Wyoming 
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