
 

 

June 24, 2026 

BY EMAIL 

Right Honourable Mark Carney 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
Email: mark.carney@parl.gc.ca 
 

 
 
 
 

Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
Email: premier@ontario.ca 

Re: Provincial Health Care Spending and Sustainable Funding for Public Health Units 

At its Regular Council Meeting held on June 15, 2026, Council supported the enclosed 
correspondence dated May 29, 2026 from the County of Prince Edward regarding sustainable 
funding for Public Health Units and correspondence dated June 3, 2026 from Northeastern 
Manitoulin & The Islands regarding Provincial Health Care spending. 

Council accordingly passed the following resolution: 

R26-06-282 
Moved By Councillor Verbeek 
Seconded By Deputy Mayor Shepley 

That the correspondence from County of Prince Edward regarding Sustainable Funding for Public 
Health Units, be received and supported;  
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That the correspondence from Northeastern Manitoulin & The Islands regarding Sustainable 
Funding for Public Health Units, be received and supported; and 

That a letter from the Town of Essex be sent to The Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister, The 
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier and Ken Blanchette. 

 

Carried 

I trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact the undersigned.  

Yours truly,  

 
Joseph Malandruccolo  
Director, Legal and Legislative Services/Clerk  
jmalandruccolo@essex.ca  

Enclosure 
cc.  Dr. Ken Blanchette, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Windsor Essex County Health 

Unit ceo@wechu.org 
The County of Prince Edward clerks@pecounty.on.ca  
The Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & The Islands pmyers@townofnemi.on.ca  
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

May 29, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 26, 2026 the following 
resolution seeking support for sustainable funding for Public Health Units was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-244 

DATE:        May 26, 2026 

MOVED BY:  Councillor Roberts 
 
SECONDED BY:  Councillor Nieman 

WHEREAS Ontario public health units and agencies provide a vital service to 

Ontarians that keeps people healthy, out of hospitals and out of the acute care 

system;  

WHEREAS rural-urban equity in Ontario’s public healthcare delivery is essential for 

a thriving provincial economy that keeps people at work and contributing; 

WHEREAS Ontario’s public health units & agencies sector has received a mere 1% 

in its annual budget increase from Queen’s Park since 2018, a sum significantly 

below inflation and real-world cost increases; 

WHEREAS public health faces steadily increasing demands, such as a 231% 

increase in respiratory outbreaks supported in Ontario's long-term care homes, 

hospitals, and retirement homes since 2018, as well as a 637% increase in Infection 

Prevention & Control complaints follow-ups; 

WHEREAS according to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), 

municipalities across Ontario spend close to $4 billion on health despite receiving 

less than $2 billion in provincial grants, and Canada’s Constitution Act 1867 clearly 

asserts provincial responsibility for health;  

WHEREAS Ontario consistently ranks at the bottom for provincial health spending 

per capita, at $876 below the average of other provinces using 2022-2023 data; 

WHEREAS 60% of Ontario’s hospitals are overwhelmed and in dire operating 

deficits, yet the Canadian Public Health Association asserts that investment in 

Ontario public health’s preventative and health promotion initiatives delivers a 4:1 

return on investment, for example, for every dollar spent on upstream public health 

vaccine immunization of children, $16 in downstream hospital and primary health 

care costs are saved; 
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

WHEREAS municipalities are being asked to shoulder an escalating percentage of 

public health unit costs while also asked to solve complex social determinates of 

health such as rural homelessness and food insecurity but with limited revenue 

tools;  

WHEREAS the province and federal governments continue to collect significant 

revenue from local/municipal property transactions through the Land Transfer Tax 

and Goods & Services Tax; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Council of the Corporation of the 

County of Prince Edward requests:  

1. THAT the Provincial Government redistribute a portion of the Land Transfer 

Tax to municipalities to address public health funding gaps and the rising % 

share of municipal contributions to public health units;  

2. THAT when the province announces its new Ontario Public Health Standards, 

it also commits to minimum annual funding increases tied to Ontario’s 

consumer price inflation, currently holding at 2.4%; 

3. THAT this resolution be forwarded to Prime Minister Mark Carney, Premier 

Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing, Bay of Quinte Member of Parliament, Chris Malette, and 

Member of Provincial Parliament, Tyler Allsop; and 

4. THAT this resolution be forwarded to all 444 Municipalities in Ontario, the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
and the Eastern Ontario Wardens' Caucus (EOWC) for their endorsement 
and advocacy. 

Yours truly, 

 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Roberts, Councillor Nieman 
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Box 608, Little Current, P0P 1K0 
705-368-3500 

 
 
 
 

June 3, 2026 
 
 
 
Please see attaced a motion passed unanimously by our Council regarding the need of our health care 
system. 
 
 
Resolution No. 133-06-2026 
Moved by: D. Orr 
Seconded by: G. Williamson 

Whereas the Canadian Center for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) has conducted research which unequivocally 
identifies that Ontario Hospitals are underfunded by the Government of Ontario; 

And Whereas the CCPA study, Failure by Design, clearly identifies that smaller and rural hospitals are 
disproportionately disadvantaged by the underfunding; 

And Whereas as a direct result of the underfunding Emergency Department wait times for an initial physician 
assessment have increased to 4.5 hours in 2024 – 2025 from 2.7 hours in 2020 – 2021; 

And Whereas 90 percent of patients spend on average 44 hours in the emergency department waiting to be admitted 
when further care is required; 

And Whereas the Provincial Government increased total health care spending from 7.4 percent of GDP in 2014 to 
only 7.6 percent of GDP by 2023, which did not keep pace with raising health care costs: 

Therefore be it resolved that the Council for the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands request that the 
Province of Ontario provide immediate and sustained funding to improve hospital finances and capacity, which as 
per the recommendations in the CCPA study, would require an immediate injection of $3.2 billion supported by 
annual increases of 6% per year thereafter. 

Carried 
 
 
 
We would appreciate your support by forwarding your supporting motion on to the Provincial Government. 
 
 
Thank you 
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