
Some small business owners incorrectly believe health and safety legislation does not apply to them. For 
example, owners that opt out of WSIB coverage make an assumption that they can also opt out of the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA). However, these are two separate pieces of legislation. 

Other owners may have read in the OHSA that a workplace with five or fewer regular employees does not need 
to prepare a written health and safety policy. However, the Act indicates that if there's a critical injury or fatality, 
or even a visit from a Ministry of Labour (MOL) inspector, the business owner would still be required to 
demonstrate and document that people are working safely, and that a disciplinary process is ready to 
implement. See section 6 of the Act: "Duties of Employers and Other Persons." 

What you can do: 

As a small business, you need to keep your health and safety processes simple and informal through 
management walkabouts, quick staff meetings, a handwritten memo to file, notes in a log book - all viable 
strategies if inspectors ask if you've been meeting your legal obligations. You can implement other effective, 
yet uncomplicated ways to communicate with staff and keep your business safe and healthy: 

 Conduct regular "quick talks" on health and safety with staff, using your safe operating procedures, 
checklists or MSDS sheets as topic guides. 

 Make health and safety part of your everyday operations. 

 Perform regular "safety observation checks" by watching an employee work for two minutes, 
reinforcing what was done well, and coaching on improvements. 

 Ask staff, who often see what managers don't, to identify hazards. 

 Ask a staff member to volunteer as a health and safety champion. 

This information and many other small business topics are available  from Workplace Safety and Prevention 
Services www.wsps.ca.   

To talk to a regional account manager, contact Julie Miklosi at julie.miklosi@wsps.ca. 
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The Town of Essex‐Economic Development Office is happy to 
present this first edi on of Essex Business Ma ers.  Check back o en 
for new edi ons providing informa on on topics that affect your 
business, and to learn about upcoming events, workshops and 

resources to help make your life as a business owner/operator easier. N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 4  

Did You Know? Did You Know? The WindsorEssex Small Business Centre is located at 39 Maidstone Avenue East in Essex and 

provides free, confidential advice for small business owners or anyone thinking of opening a business. Regular workshops 
are offered on Business Start-Up and Business Planning. Other workshops are offered through the Windsor office. Visit 
www.windsoressexsmallbusiness.com to learn more. 

  B u s i n e s s  M a t t e r sB u s i n e s s  M a t t e r s   



Anne Miskovsky EDO 
519-564-0604 

amiskovsky@essex.ca 

The Town of Essex established the Economic Development Office to advance the business and 
economic development interests within the community.  The primary purpose of the office is to 
promote the growth and development of the Town’s economic base, assist in the retention and 
expansion of existing business, and seek out new business for the community. 

T h e  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e  

Libro Credit Union, Harrow 
Branch, presents Harrow 
Chamber of Commerce 

with a sponsorship cheque 
for their Family New Year’s 

Eve Celebra on. 

Welcome These Recent New Business Arrivals Welcome These Recent New Business Arrivals   

Don’t Miss!  Don’t Miss!    
Wednesday 

November 12 


Breakfast Express 
Networking 
Rose’s Kitchen 

189 Talbot St. S., Essex 
 

Registration begins at 
7:45 a.m. Wrap up by 
10:00. Light breakfast 

included. $10 payable at 
the door. Pre-registration 

required. Contact Self 
Employment Services at 
519-972-7705 ext. 2 to 

register. 
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